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© one loves 
kids more 
than we do, 


and that's why last year 
we raised hundreds of 
thousands of dollars for 
UNICEF with the special 
release of the SPIDER- 
MAN: TRIAL OF 
VENOM comic book, 
money which was ear. 
marked to improve the 
lives of children in 127 
countries. (Though it 
didn't improve Venom's 
life much, we might 
add!) 

The comic was 
such a mega-success 
that UNICEF has award- 
ed Marvel's president, 
Terry Stewart (in photo, 
‘on right), with the 1993 
President's Award for 
Distinguished Service. 
UNICEF chairman 
Bruce Seide (in photo, 
on left) praised Marvel's 
“extraordinary commit 
ment to the world’s chil- 
dren.” 


President Terry 


UNICEF chairman Bruce Seide presents Marvel's president Terry Stewart with the President's Award for 
Distinguished Service in appreciation of Marvel's contribution to the Children’s Fund. 


sands 


was floored by “the out- 
pouring of support 
Wwe received from our 
readers,” adding, “Thou- 
and proved how people can work in concert to 
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responded generously 
make the world a healthier and more hopeful piace for children everywhere.” 

While we're on the subject, there are pienty of healthy and happy children 
in the South Bronx now that they have completed painting two mega-heroic 
murals of Spider-Man and the Hulk that will permanently adorn the exterior of 
St. Mary's recreation center. St. Mary's is a multi-purpose facility of the New 
York City Department of Parks and Recreation that provides a safe haven for 
neighborhood youth — much like Professor X's mansion! 

‘The murals were designed and painted by members of St. Mary's art team, 
a children's visual arts program made possible in part by a grant from your 
favorite number one comics company. The murals were dedicated officially on 
June 10 by Parks and 
Recreation Commissioner 
Betsy Gotbaum with an 
assist by Spider-Man and 
dozens of future Marveloids 
from the South Bronx. 

Here at Marvel, we're 
kind of like Whitney Houston 
— we believe the children 
are our future — and no one 
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Out Of My Head 


Td just be here 
as a clam to be alive and all, just 
pink to be here workin’ for y‘all 


got back to me. 

Because there's no cool way to 
answer a rumor, ‘You just give it 
more credence when you even 
mention it. That's the common 


it to me to fly in the face of 
SR won ae ie oe cies wey 
‘some necktie-wearin' lector! ¥ 
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Dear Joey and Matt, 

| was planning on writing to PUNISHER 
2099 last issue, but a serious case of 
lateness killed those plans. Yet #7 just 
brought up more strange and exciting things 
to write about. This title is always the one | 
read with trepidation, only because | lost 
interest in the modern day Punisher titles. 
PUNISHER 2099 has a whole new 
character, exploring new possibilities. 

Pat Mills and Tony Skinner know what 
they're doing. Unlike Frank Castle, Jake 
Gallows hasn't been defined by anybody 
else, thus character changes are ripe. The 
feminine wiles of Kerry Dowenn might be a 
clue that Jake's stone wall separating 
himself from any possible relationships might 
be tumblin' down. Jake needs this to 
balance his character and prevent him from 
faling too far over the edge. (A great letters 
page topic of discussion! Any other 
thoughts?) | agree with that point of view. 
Jake Gallows is disturbed, but as Kerry 
points out, not beyond help. Jake needs 
someone to confide in besides Matt Axel, 
someone to lean on in times of need. Kerry 
Dowenn is assuredly that person. She's 
become Lois Lane to Jake's Superman— 
except Jake skipped the fifty years of 
falsehoods to cover his identity. This is the 
90's, the 2090's, anyway. 

‘Tom Morgan and Jimmy Paimiotti did a 
fine job on the interior art. Tom's rendition of 
Jake being surprised on page 17 was 
hilarious. Both artists show a lot of 
expression in the characters—vital to this 
title's future. 

Finally, one reader brought up time travel. 
'm normally against these things, but a 


future crossover might be wonderful. But 
instead of jolting the Marvel heroes into 
2099, why not have the 2099 folks travel 
back to the 1990's to stop a disaster from 
happening. Nah, that's too cliche. Both the 
1990's and 2090's creative teams should 
join in. Some talents | think would do a nice 
job: J.M. Dematteis (the only choice to 
handle a character's angst and anger) and 
Peter David (the humor and action) for 
writers and Tom Morgan and Paul Ryan on 
artwork. 

I'd lke to revise something from a letter in 
issue #7: instead of "don't change a thing,” 


let's change everything! 
Joey Marchese 


PO Box 2197 
Union, NJ 07083 


We don't know if we should change 
“everything,” Joey, but what do you think 
of the “change” we made with Kerry? 


Target Practice, 

(must say | am very surprised. | didn't 
think Mr, Gallows’ secret would be revealed 
to anyone (besides Matt) for a long time. I's 
a really gutsy move on your part. Although 
you'll probably have to kill Kerry next issue. | 
mean let's tace it, Frank Castle hasn't 
exactly had much luck with women. Every 
woman he's been intimate with has bit the 
dust. It only seems logical that Jake Gallows 
would have the same luck. 

|'am really pleased with this book Each 
issue has been better than the last. | would, 
however, like to see this Punisher outside of 
his city, | mean there's a lot of people in 2089 
who need punishing. But | realize Mr. 
Gallows doesn’t have the luxury of being 
considered dead like Frank Castle, Gallows 
stil has a job to go to. Stil, it would be nice 
to see him in another locale, and maybe with 
another 2099 hero. 

This book has fast become my favorite 
2099 ttle. Spidey's a close second and 
Doom (which was my first) has dropped to 
third, what with all that cyberspace stuff. | 
can't wait to see if Kerry gets killed next 
issue! 

Mike Kaledas 
400 Willow St. 
Bridgeport, CT 06610 


Your crystal ball was definitely tuned 
to the right channel, Mike. Now don’t use 
it again or you'll ruin the coo! surprises 
we've got coming up! 


Dear Joey and Matt, 

With all the budget cuts my comic book 
collecting has suffered, the 2099 titles are 
the only Marvel titles | stil collect. | can't wait 
for X-MEN 2099, so | can get very up to date 
‘on my favorite Marvel mutant group. 

About the "new versions of old 
characters” debate: the most important thing 
to remember is that, at least to start, we 
must look at the society of 2099. The 


‘common folk look toward the heroes and 
villains of the heroic age for inspiration, in 
normal daily fife, or, in the case of the heroes 
and villains now showing up, in their chosen 
lives. Therefore, even though their powers or 
situations may not come about in the same 
manner as the originals, it would be safe to 
assume that these superhumans would look 
to the past for inspiration when searching for 
a name. Ot course, as the super-powered 
movement progresses, there would 
eventually come more originality, but as a 
beginning, the reworked herovviliain method 
certainly makes sense. 

Since the "present-day" Marvel universe 
is still progressing, the 2099 universe could, 
of course, introduce a reworked character 
who hasn't actually been introduced in the 
present, It'd be interesting to see a “new” 
version introduced in 2099, then the onginal 
introduced in the present. 

J. Michael Schwobe 
4471 13th St. #14 
Imperial Beach, CA 91932 


‘And upstage us? 


MORE OF MARVEL 2099 


SPIDER-MAN 2099 #13 This one 
oughta come with virtual reality 
goggles! Wait'll you experience the 
nexus of all realities! If you can find a 
better comic on the stands, buy it and| 
send it to us (Gee, what a cheesy way, 
to get free comics)! 


RAVAGE 2099 #11 “The Stigmata 


Effect” takes hold...driving the new, 


improved Ravage to the depths of| 
madness} Plus, meat the extraordinary 
menace called Avatarr! 

DOOM 2099 #10 The climax of the 
cyberverse saga! More characters than 
a Russian novel (only with cooler} 
names)! 

2099 UNLIMITED #2 Possibly the 
coolest magazine you could ever own!’ 
Hulk 2099, Spidey, and a surprise’ 
feature! 


NEXT ISSUE 


There's nothing keeping Jake 
from the edge now! We feel sorry 
for next issue's villain...wno 
happens to be Jigsaw 2099! 
But...you've met him before! How? 
You'll seo! 


